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Angels Corner 
We are all angels with 
only one wing. We can 
only fly while 
embracing each other. 

—Luciano de Crescenzo 

Thanks… 
… to Judy Caison and family for 
once again organizing the 
Thanksgiving Baskets, and for 
setting up the “Angel Tree” 
with Christmas gift tags for 
those in need… 

… to Michele Anderson-Beck 
for her expertise with the 
worship sound board… 

… to Darin Franklin for keeping 
the church grounds looking 
presentable… 

… to our Decorating Team for 
making Holy Spirit festive 
during Advent and Christmas… 

… to Hans Dettling, Jill 
Chenicek and all who help with 
the monthly Open-Air 
Markets—showing their 
kindness, generosity and 
friendly attitude to our 
neighbors…special thanks to 
Hans Dettling for organizing 
the parking lot on a very busy 
Saturday… 

… to Keith & Jackie Hopkey for 
counting our offerings the 
month of December… 

… to Clark Swenson for 
coordinating the Carols by 
Candlelight concert and to the 
Fellowship Team for providing 
the snacks afterwards… 

… to our Finance Team for 
working on the 2023 budget… 

… to all our silent angels who 
are staying in touch with other 
members/friends. 
 
 
 

 
Nancy McDonald 1/2 
Thomas Nickerson 1/5 
Kaliyah Norwood 1/8 
Shamika Manning 1/10 
Dick Moyer 1/10 
Balinda Pearce 1/13 
Michael Harris 1/16 
Karen Pettit 1/16 
Desiree Chapman 1/17 
Thelma Esteban 1/18 
Benita Burris 1/18 
Makayla Powell 1/18 
Amyyah Bell 1/20 
Priceles Flowers 1/21 
Joyce Palmer 1/22 
Susan Russo 1/24 
Linda Cohn 1/28 
Thaddeus Nance 1/31 
Ed O’Sullivan 1/31 

 

Bill & Sharon Wilderman 1/1/85 
Keith & Jackie Hopkey (60yrs) 1/5/63 
George & Kris Byrns 1/17/76 
 
 

Bits ‘n’ Pieces 
Address change 

Bev Quirk 
8700 Post Oak Lane, Unit 349 

San Antonio, TX 78217 

Dove Tales, Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Pastor Jeremy 

Doubt. 

“He was in the world, 
and though the world 
was made through 
him, the world did not 
recognize him.  He 
came to that which 
was his own, but his 
own did not receive 
him.”  -John 1: 10-11. 

 friend of mine, when he was about 6 years 
old, wanted to see if he could fly.  So he 
climbed up to the first landing of his 

childhood home’s staircase, and jumped off.  He 
told me he jumped off just like he had seen 
Christopher Reeves fly in his role as Superman, with 
his arms out in front of him, and his hands in fists.  
His face lit up, even 20-some years later, as he told 
me how for a moment, he thought he was indeed 
flying.  We all know the outcome to this story.  He 
wasn’t actually flying; he was falling.  He ended up 
breaking both of his arms and a couple ribs.   
 I asked him if he ever tried again.  He told me it 
would be years later that he would even dare to 
jump off anything.  For years, he wouldn’t jump off 
the swings at school.  He wouldn’t jump on a 
trampoline.  He wouldn’t jump off the high dive at 
the pool.  For my friend, the fear of being hurt again 
was strong enough to keep his feet on the ground.  
 What is significant about my friend’s lesson 
isn’t just that he was taught something of value; for 
we all know that experience is the best teacher.  
Rather, what is also important is that his lesson 
kept him from living fully for years to come; it 
literally kept him grounded. 
 This text from John shows us that in the midst 
of God becoming flesh and dwelling among us, as 
one of us, the world did not recognize Him.  The 
world only saw a boy, a son, a carpenter’s 
apprentice, and a Nazarene.  And to be honest, who 
can really blame them?  Jesus looked, talked, acted 
and behaved just like us for nearly 30 years of His 
life.  His parents knew differently, but even they 
were reluctant to live in the prophecy of the Angel 
that visited both of them prior to Jesus’ birth.   
 It was hard for the people of Jesus’ time, to see 
what God was doing in their midst.  Doubt is a part 
of being human.  For centuries, the church has not 
handled the experience of doubt very well.  The 
church taught that doubt was a weakness, and that 
doubt was a lack of faith.  For centuries, the church 
even punished those who were willing to struggle 

outwardly with their doubt; at times even taking 
their lives.  But I think that the church, in its less 
civilized times, failed to remember one thing.  
Doubt tends to come about because of pain, being 
hurt, and the consequences that follow.  When we 
are hurt, when we struggle in life, and when we are 
violated and disrespected to drastic extent, we can 
ask the question, “Where is God?”  Our pain 
reminds us of the reality of being human, and at 
times, it is hard to believe that God can be with us if 
life is this painful.   
 This is where I think the Gospel of John becomes 
so powerful and serves as such a deeply moving and 
comforting witness to our faith.  What John is 
telling us by including these two verses in the 
prologue of the gospel, is that even though God in 
Jesus the Word was there from the beginning, and 
even though we as humankind did not recognize 
Him, God didn’t stop there.  God didn’t let the doubt 
and the disbelief rule the day.  As we read just three 
verses later, God acted, responded; God moved!  God 
became flesh and became one of us, and made His 
dwelling place within us.   
 In all honesty, I think doubt 
is an undeniable part of being a 
human being who is aware of 
the reality of life, and also 
someone who yearns to see God 
in the world.  When we ask the 
question where is God in the 
world, we can be opened up to 
see how God is willing to stop at 
nothing to be known, to be felt, 
to be heard.  Jesus came in spite 
of the doubt of the world, to reveal God.   
 If you have feelings of doubt, ask yourself one 
question.  Am I willing to be proven wrong?  If your 
heart comes back closed and hardened, and is not 
willing to look for ways in which God is acting to 
show you God’s presence, then doubt has become a 
problem.  But in your doubt, if you are opened up in 
a vulnerable kind of way, to see the God that is 
willing to go to the ends of the earth to show you His 
love and to call you back in repentance, then your 
doubt has been a blessing of faith.  May you be 
opened to see this God that loves you deeply, and 
may you be shown this loving presence in powerful 
ways.  Amen. 

 

 

A 
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Children’s Ministry 
The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to 

adults through Christian Education and Fellowship.

 
APPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE!  I hope that 
2023 brings many blessings to each of you!  
We often hear people talk about their New 

Year’s Resolutions.  Then we hear about how those 
resolutions were usually not kept.  Hopefully, with 
this new year we can keep the “resolution” to 
strive to look for more opportunities to “love and 
care for our neighbor” instead of just thinking of 
ourselves all the time. When we bring blessings to 
others, we find that WE are blessed!   

 
I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas.  The 

decorations around the church, the special 
Christmas activities, Pastor Jeremy’s sermons all 
helped to make this Advent and Christmas 
especially meaningful.  The Sunday School 
students were blessed to have Clark Swenson, 
Worship and Music Team Leader teach them a 
beautiful song which they sang at the 4pm 
Christmas Eve Family Service.   

The children also enjoyed participating in Judi 
Hempel’s Christmas Eve storytelling using some 
of Ms. Judi’s amazing animal puppet collection.  
Thank you to Clark and to Judi for helping the 
children be a part of the Family Christmas Eve 
Worship.  It’s always very memorable for 
everyone!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As always, if anyone would 

like to help with Children’s 
Ministry in any way or has any 
ideas or suggestions for 
Children’s Ministry, please let me 
know.  (702) 496-9463 

 
Blessings,  

Gwen Jolls  
jolls.gwen@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following students with 
Perfect Sunday School Attendance for the month of 

November 2022: 

Red Team 
Jason Caison 
Green Team 
Jayda Caison 
Zakia Clark 
Yellow Team 

Carolina Caison 
Henry Pettit 

H
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

JANUARY 1, 2023 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES 
JANUARY 8, 2023 
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Youth Ministry 

 

ere’s a peek at what the 
High School Sunday 
School class will be 

studying and discussing in 
January!  We have been using a 
new curriculum, and we start a 
new series 
every four 
weeks.  All high 
school 
students are 
welcome to 
attend. 

WHAT WE’RE TEACHING 

NOT YET: A 4-Week Study 
from the Old and New 
Testaments On Identity 

SERIES OVERVIEW: 
Does life ever feel like a 

never-ending waiting game? 
Like you’re always waiting to 
get a little older, to gain a little 
more freedom, or to find a little 
more clarity about your future? 
When you think about the 
person you’re becoming and 
what your future holds, do you 
ever just want to skip ahead in 
your story to see how it all 
turns out, who you’ll become, 

what you’ll do, or what kind of 
difference you’ll make?   

In this four-week series, 
we’ll talk about all the 
questions, fear, frustration, 
and excitement that thinking 
about our futures can bring.  As 
we explore passages from 
Ecclesiastes, Revelation, and 
more, we’ll discover four 
truths about what God has in 
store for us.  We’re all a work 
in progress; your purpose is to 
be like Jesus, God’s plans for 
you are good, and your next 
step is to get closer to God. 

Kris Byrns

 
 

 
 

Thank you HSLC for your 
generous gift this Christmas. 
We are incredibly grateful for 
and blessed by this gift. This 
summer we plan to celebrate 
our 10th Anniversary. Your 
gift will significantly help in 
us celebrating this year.  

Thank you again. We love 
our church. 

Pastor Jeremy, Erin,  
The Kiddos 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you! 
I am so blessed by the love 

this congregation shows me. 
All year long - I get lots of 
hugs from you all, special 
wishes, and surprises! 

You all went crazy this 
Christmas! Thank you so 
much for the Christmas gift 
check (beyond belief - your 
generosity)! 

Thank you for the 
cookies, the candies, the 
pie, the gift cards, the cash, 
and so many other gifts! 
 I am thankful and 
grateful and love my 
church family. 

Loretta 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Special Singing at 

Carols by Candlelight 

Elias Mokole – Baritone 

Church choir accompanied by 
Clark Swenson at the 
piano. 

H
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Spotlight on Eagle Scout Thaddeus 

(Editor’s note: Over the years, Holy Spirit has had several 
young men in Boy Scouts.  I thought it would be of 
interest to share with our readers what Thaddeus Nance 
has had to accomplish over the last 12 years to achieve 
his goal of becoming an Eagle Scout.  Are you aware of 
all the requirements a Scout must meet to become an 
Eagle Scout? Thanks to Thaddeus’ mom, JoAnn for 
sharing his achievements.)  

n December 15, 2022, Thaddeus Nance 
officially became an Eagle Scout—the 
highest rank attainable in the Boy Scouts of 

America.  
Since its 
inception in 
1911, only 
four percent 
of Scouts 
have earned 
this rank 
after a 
lengthy 
review 
process. 

Scouting has 
been a major 
part of 

Thaddeus' life and means almost as much to him 
as his religion and role in our church.  He joined 
scouting in first grade as soon as he turned 6 years 
old.  As a Cub Scout, he followed the advancement 

trail, and earned all the 
ranks: Bobcat, Tiger, 
Wolf, Bear, and Webelos.  
He even earned the Cub 
Scout Super Achiever 
Award (The Super 
Achiever award is for all 
Cub Scouts in each rank 
that earn all Adventure 
pins), before bridging 
over to Boy Scouts in 

fifth grade.  

As a Boy Scout, Thaddeus worked on earning the 
seven ranks that symbolize the Boy Scouts of 
America.  The first set of ranks (Scout, Tenderfoot, 
Second Class, and First Class) teach Scoutcraft 
skills, physical fitness, citizenship, personal 
growth, and Scout Spirit. The second set of ranks 
(Star, Life, and Eagle) are designed to develop 
leadership skills and allow the Scout to explore 
potential vocation and avocations through earning 
merit badges.  

To become an Eagle, a Scout must earn at least 21 
merit badges (14 of which are Eagle required).  
Thaddeus has earned 46 merit badges.  The Star 
and Life ranks also require that the scout serve in a 
position of responsibility and perform community 
service. Since 2016, Thaddeus has served as 
Assistant Patrol Leader, Chaplain Aide, 
Quartermaster, Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, and 
Senior Patrol Leader.  He is currently the Troop 
Scribe.  

To earn the Eagle Rank, a scout must fulfill 
leadership roles and display outdoor skills, 
demonstrate by example the Scout Oath and Law, 
and complete a comprehensive service project in 
the community.  Upon completion of his Eagle 
Project and formal report, Thaddeus had to 
present his project at an Eagle Scout Board of 
Review held at the Las Vegas Area Boy Scout 
Council with three members from the Council 
present.  The interview took about 20 minutes, and 
he was asked a variety of questions about his 
project, what scouting means to him, his goals in 
life, and much more.  Thaddeus will age out of 
scouting on January 31, when he turns 18, but that 
doesn’t mean his adventures in Scouting will end.  
He plans to stay active with his troop by becoming 
an adult leader where he can mentor the younger 
scouts and help them to live by the Scout Oath:  

On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to 
God and my country and to obey the Scout Law; 
to help other people at all times; to keep myself 
physically strong, mentally awake, and morally 
straight.   

And the Scout Law:  

A Scout is:  
Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly,  
Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty,  
Brave, Clean, and REVERENT 

In addition to keeping up 
with his Scouting goals 
and school work, 
Thaddeus has been a very 
active member of Holy 
Spirit.   

O

2018 Confirmation with Pastor Jeremy 
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Maxwell’s Musings

“If you can’t fly, run. If you can’t run, 
walk. If you can’t walk, crawl, but by all 

means, keep moving.” —Martin Luther King Jr. 
 

erry and Mary West spent Thanksgiving with 
their son Jeremy in Seattle.  It was the first time 
they had traveled since last year.  They went to a 
special Thanksgiving dinner with friends of 

Jeremy and Michael where most of the other guests 
were friends they met during other visits.  The dinner 
was in a private room for 10 people with a fixed menu 
and wine pairing.   

Being in the 
Northwest 
meant a few 
days of rain, 
very enjoyable 
considering 
our dry desert 
weather.  Also, 
seafood is 
plentiful in the 

area, so they enjoyed going out for great calamari 
which they both enjoy. 

There was a game night with friends of Jeremy’s; 
they played Phase Ten until 11pm!  This is one of the 
games Terry and Mary play with their card-playing 
group.  It’s quite challenging and sometimes quite 
frustrating! 

Since their granddaughter Lauren attends 
Northwest University in Kirkland, they were 
fortunate to visit with her several times.   

The morning they left for the airport, it started 
snowing and the flurries were heavier the further 
they went.  They managed to arrive at the airport on 
time, although they worried about Jeremy getting to 
work across the other end of the city!  Mary reported 
they thoroughly enjoyed being able to get away. 

Did you know our friend, Bev Quirk is moving?  
Since husband Keith died, life has been lonely. She 
will be moving to San Antonio, Texas where she will 
be close to one of her daughters.  Bev wants us to 
know she will no longer be driving and her 2011 Chevy 
HHR is for sale.  She says it’s a great car for a 
handicapped person.  
Mileage is 
approximately 75,000; 
she has maintained 
regular maintenance at 
a dealership, and she 
feels a very important 
feature - the interior is, 
and always has been, 
smoke-free.  If you or 
anyone you know is 

looking for a nice, well-maintained car, please call 
her at (702) 526-1595. 

Brenda Brechler-Hudak visited Gary and Kristen 
Brechler over the Thanksgiving holiday (as a 
refresher: Kristen was a 
former Associate Pastor 
at Holy Spirit and Gary 
set-up the first 
computer server and 
other technological 
duties in our church 
office).  Brenda shared 
some pictures from her 
visit.  Micah is making 
his mother’s Christmas 
gift with grandma. 

Kyle, Grandma 
Brenda, along with 
Kristen, visited Glow 

Holiday Festival CHS 
field in St. Paul, 

Minnesota.  The Christmas quilt is the first quilt 
Brenda ever made and she gave it to them for 
Christmas. 
 Don’t you just “love” those videos where a 
military family member comes home unexpectedly 
and surprises his/her family?  Well Holy Spirit got in 
on one of these surprise visits, 
thanks to the pre-planning of 
Sheila Caison and Brian Caison in 
their “Top Secret Mission”.  Brian 
joined the Army shortly after 
graduation and when Sheila took 
him to the airport, they began 
planning a surprise return home.   
 Flash back to their mission: 
in a group text with the family, he broke the news to 
them that unfortunately he would not be allowed to 
come home for Christmas but he had put in a 
secondary request to see if that would get approved.  
In the meantime, the plane 
tickets were purchased and the 
surprises being planned. 

T 

Back: Terry & Jeremy –  
Front: Michael, Mary, Lauren 
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Maxwell continued from page 7 

Readers this is long, but so well worth it when you 
read what it took to get Brian here for a surprise family 
Christmas.  

The road getting to Las 
Vegas was a little rocky.  He had 
a 40-minute layover in Boston, 
but the flight out of Virginia 
was 30 minutes delayed.  Sheila  
told Brian, “Don’t stress, God 
has this under control.”  Brian 
talked to the gate attendant and 
explained about the connecting 
flight (he was also in full 
uniform); because of amazing 
people on board, they switched 
his seat and he was given a seat 
in the second row and was able 
to get off the plane faster.  

The flight attendant called his new gate and told 
them to hold the plane because they had a Soldier on 
board trying to get home.  His arriving gate was c22 
and his departure gate was c28 – how did that 
happen?  Sheila told him he still needed to be a track 
star though, and he did just that.  Brian was the last 
one on the plane, but he made it!  If that isn’t enough 
to warm your heart, several people bought snacks and 
had the flight attendant take them to him.  He tried to 
turn them down, but she would not take no for an 
answer and they had already been paid for, so he had 
to accept them.   

He said people stopped him in the airports to 
thank him for his service.  It was emotional to hear, 
tears of joy for sure.  There was a 70-year-old lady 
who wrote Brian a note saying she was praying for 
him and a 91-year-old lady gave him her phone 
number and said if you are ever in California, give me 
a call, you can stay with me! 

He finally arrived in Las Vegas and got a great 
night’s sleep, though he woke up early because he 
was extremely excited to start these surprises. 

First was his cousin Nicole (also confirmed at 
Holy Spirit) - he arrived in town the night before her 
30th birthday.  He knew she had to be the first one he 
surprised.  Sheila and Brian jumped in the car, 
stopped to get flowers for her, then arrived at her job 
and surprised her.  There were LOTS of tears.   

After lunch they stalked Hazel’s school to 
surprise Mariann and Hazel.  Sheila hid behind a 
tree—at a school—with a camera— and all she could 
think was ,“I’m going to go to jail today!  This looks 
soooo bad, someone is going to call the cops.”  As she 
had previously told Brian on a couple of occasions, 
“God was in control” and thankfully no one did.  
Brian was hiding by a door and Hazel was on the 
move.  He jumped out and surprised her and then 

Mariann.  Hazel was beyond excited to have her 
brother home.   

Due to the fact cousin Veronica is pregnant, (no 
premature births, please!) they had decided to let her in 
on the secret, so they had dinner with her that night.   

The next few days they hid him, waiting for the 
biggest surprise at the Christmas Eve service, 
surprising Grandma and Grandpa. (Jim and Judy 
Caison).  It meant so much to Brian to be able to 
surprise them at church; he is so thankful for all the 
prayers, letters, cards and all the support the church 
has given him the last several months, and he also 
knows that it’s one of Grandma’s favorite places to 
be.   

Pastor Jeremy was in on the secret so Brian hid in 
the office until it was go time.  Pastor called Jim and 
Judy to present them with a card of appreciation for 
their years of volunteer service —the screen was 
reading, “turn around”.  When they finally did, and 
Brian walked down the aisle, the reaction from his 
grandparents was priceless.   

Twenty minutes later 
they were still crying.  It’s 

been a blessing having 
him home.  We are grateful for our Soldier and all 
soldiers; God bless our troops! 
 Friends, I don’t know if this heartwarming story 
can be beat, but please send your family, pet, travels, 
etc. stories.  I hope everyone had a happy, family and 
Christ-purposeful Christmas.   

Your friend!  

Maxwell 
 

Top Secret Mission 
planners 

Brian sitting with the 
children for the children's 
sermon as he always did! First family picture in10 

years! 

Judy seeing Brian with Jim following and Sheila 
recording the priceless moment! 
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Small Groups
 

 

 

Woman to Woman 

A New Kind of New Year’s 
Resolutions 

any of us sit down early 
in the new year to write 
New Year’s Resolutions.  

For a while some years ago, I 
gave up on this process because 
it seemed that I could never be 
successful in keeping them.  
I’ve now realized that this 
annual task is really not a bad 
idea.  Maybe my resolutions 
were too big and too hard to 
achieve.  Maybe my resolutions 
should be “baby steps” toward 
a larger goal. 

At the October retreat of the 
Women of the ELCA – Grand 
Canyon Synod (GS-WELCA), 
that Sheri Moehling and I 
attended, we were challenged 
to complete a BINGO card.   

It was a grid of five columns 
and five rows.  We were to fill in 
each block with something that 
we wish to accomplish in the 
year.  We had about 15-20 
minutes to complete.  Sheri was 
able to complete hers in time 
and received a prize.  I had a 
hard time getting started and 
my card still has a lot of blanks.  
I decided to make new one.   

I’ll make a computer grid of 
five columns with boxes 
labeled: FAMILY, FRIENDS, 
TRAVEL, EVENTS, MISC.  
Where will I keep the chart so 

I’m reminded of my plan?  It 
needs to be where I can see it 
often and or with me when I’m 
away from home. 

The BINGO card at the 
retreat was a yearly activity of 
Heidi Gerrish and for us it was a 
way of honoring her.  Heidi was 
killed in an automobile accident 
on her way to her sister’s 
graduation from seminary.  We 
had a copy of her partially 
completed card for 2022.  Heidi 
was a dynamic young woman, a 
good example of how young 
women are making WELCA 
relevant today.  She will be 
greatly missed. 

Each GS-WELCA retreat and 
gathering features “Faith in 
Action” projects.  This October 
one of the projects was “Days 
for Girls” presented by Lord of 
Life, Sun City West.  This 
project seeks to help girls and 
women be able to attend school 
or go to work during their 
monthly period.  Many women 
worldwide and across the US 
don’t have access to or the 
funds to purchase pads or 
tampons.  “Days for Girls” 
makes pads from fabrics such 
as washcloths, t-shirts, 
flannel, etc. that are washable 
and reusable as they were years 
ago.   

To find out more about this 
project go to their website  
http://daysforgirls.org.  If the 
idea of a way to 
utilize old t-
shirts or men’s 
underwear 
interests you, 
contact me so we 
can get a project 
going here at 
HSLC. 

Yours in the Spirit, 

Judi Hempel 
storygirl1808@aol.com 

702-586-1547 

 
hank you to all the 
wonderful, caring people 
and friends of Holy Spirit 

for helping us fulfill most of the 
wishes of the 18 independent 
living youth at NPHY.  
Donations included everything 
from bikes, small appliances, 
dishes, pots and pans, linens, 
restaurant gift cards, and 
clothes.  

GOD bless all the homeless 
youth in Las Vegas and the staff 
who work so diligently to make 
a difference in these young 
lives. 

We are eagerly looking 
forward to the OK to go to the 
drop-in-center and serve the 
youth a lasagna dinner with all 
the fixings, plus desserts.  That 
would give us an opportunity to 
eat and visit 
with them.  

Thank you 
all for the 
prayers and 
the donations 
for the youth.  

GOD bless you all 
Happy New Year 

Marcia Chapman 
W.I.T.S. 

M
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Fellowship

 
 

 
Happy New Year from the 

Fellowship Team! 
January 14 is 

the annual Chili 
Supper at 6pm.  Be 
sure to sign up on 
the Connection 
Card if you plan to 
attend and if you 
plan on bringing a 
pot of chili. 

Mark your 
calendars: the Bake Sale will be 
the weekend of February 11 and 
12.  Think about your favorite 
baked items you will be willing to 

make and 
donate.  
Bring your 
goodies to 
church on the 
11th at 10am.  
The 
Fellowship 
team will 
plate and price them. 

It’s not too early to mention 
the Soup and Bread suppers will 
begin March 1st 

As I mentioned in the past, 
please clean up after yourselves 
when you use the kitchen.   

Your donation of bottled 
water is always appreciated. 

If you have an 
interest in 
becoming a 
member of the 
Fellowship 
Team, please 
contact me.  We 
meet on the first 
Monday of the 
“odd” months.  The next 
meeting is January 2 at 6:30pm. 

Ruth Ann Isaacs 
702 839-0362  

Cell 702 839-8201  
2risex@cox.net 

 
Goodbye from Joanne Engler 

Dear Holy Spirit Family, 
As I move onto the next 

chapter of my life, I would like 
to thank all the members of 
Holy Spirit who have lifted me 
up over the years and become 
like members of my family. 

I joined Holy Spirit 20 
years ago at an especially low 
time in my life and it was with 
the help of all of you that I 
came to love my faith family. 

Pastor Paul was the first to 
call me after receiving my 
Connection Card and connected 
me with my first small group 
(and then managed to get me 
to serve on Council - how did 
that happen?). 

My move to Florida is not 
so much leaving Las Vegas as it 
is going to a new adventure and 
to be closer to my two sons.  

I especially want to thank 
Pastor Jeremy for always 
inspiring this (sometimes) 

doubting Thomas with grace 
and faithfulness. 

And what 
would I have 
done without 
Loretta??  
Her friendship 
and love have 
been one of 
the greatest 
gifts I’ve ever 
received. 

Love to All of You, 
Joanne (Engler)

 
 

 
Congregation placing 

Chrismons on tree 
Judy's delight in realizing Grandson 

Brian was home for Christmas 
Judy & Jim watching video of 

Brian apologizing for not 
making it home for Christmas 
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Community Outreach

 
Little Free Library 

Is Open! 

ur Little Free Library is 
open for business!  This is a 
project of the For Our 
Neighbors Committee.  We 

extend special thanks to Don 
Cleveland and Leslie Zak for a 
generous donation, to Dick Moyer 
for the hard work of installing it, to 
Judi Hempel for volunteering to be 
the Head Librarian and monitoring 
the library to make sure it is 
stocked, and to all those in the 
congregation who have already 
donated books.   

The little box on a post at 
the east end of the parking lot 
contains books that people have 
shared that anyone is welcome 
to “check out”.  Our Little Free 
Library is an outreach to the 
community, but it is also a 
program for our members.  Feel 
free to stop and take a look; if 
there’s something you would 
like to read, take it.  There are 
no fines; you can keep a book as 
long as you want.  You can pass 

it along to a friend, or of course 
you can donate it back when you’re 
done reading.  

Our LFL (Little Free Library) 
has two levels.  The lower level is 
mostly for children’s books.  Books 
for adult readers are on the upper 
shelf.  Almost any book is welcome.  
Donations are not limited to 
religious books, and we plan to 
keep a Bible and devotional 
materials regularly stocked.  
Mysteries, romances, adventure 
stories, popular novels, how-to 
books, classics, travel guides, non-
fiction are all welcome as 
donations, and we hope they will 
be available to members and 
neighbors to read.  

If you have a book to donate, 
you can just leave it in the LFL.  If it 
gets too crowded, we will move it 
out until there’s more room.  If you 
have a bag or box of books, and 
there’s not room in the LFL, you 
can leave it in the narthex in the 
donation basket of For Our 

Neighbors, or in Sunday School 
Room 6.  Judi will take care of 
keeping a selection in the library.   

We hope that the Little Free 
Library will be a source of 
information and 
entertainment for 
our members and 
our neighbors, 
that it will 
encourage literacy 
and enrich lives. 

Kris Byrns 

Lutheran Social Services of 
Nevada (LSSN) Volunteer 
Appreciation 

ecently some of our HSLC 
volunteers were invited to 
attend an appreciation 

breakfast event at LSSN’s 
location at Boulder Highway.  
LSSN’s mission is to express the 
love of Christ by serving and 
caring for people in need. 

This is exactly what we do 
here at Holy Spirit with our 
Senior Meals.  Each weekday we 
serve up to 25 seniors with a 
nutritional meal.  Our team of 
volunteers goes the extra mile to 
make them welcome and create a 
safe environment for them to eat 
and be with other seniors.  Our 

volunteers come each workday to 
our church, set up the room for 
meals, prepare the trays and 
serve the meals to them.  

It was nice for LSSN to 
recognize our volunteers and 
thank them for the work they do 
for our community.  We would 
like to extend the “Thank You” 
to them here 
too.  They are 
an integral part 
of this program 
at our church to 
show our 
commitment, 
faith, and 
kindness. 

Hans Dettling 
 

Top: HSLC volunteers Hans, Kathy, 
RuthAnn, Sue 

Bottom: Honoring volunteers 
at LSSN 

 

O

R 

The Little Free Library was dedicated 
between services on December 11 
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Community (continued) 

For Our Neighbors 

hank you to all the 
members who have been 
generous with donations 

to For Our Neighbors.  We are 
quite well supplied with some 
items, and that is due to the 
congregation's generosity. 
We still need the following 
items.  If you can help out, our 
neighbors do appreciate it. 

 warm hats and gloves 
 lip balm 
 men’s underwear 
 lightweight but warm 

blankets 
 canned meals with pop 

tops, like stews and the 
tuna lunch meals 

 plastic cutlery, the kind you 
get with take-out wrapped 
in plastic 

 
We can always use: 

 individually wrapped snack 
items 

 shampoo, large or small 
bottles - hotel size is fine 

 individually wrapped 
toothbrushes 

 toothpaste, any size 
 socks 
 feminine hygiene supplies 

Kris Byrns

Another successful Open 
Air Market at Holy Spirit 

It was cold, barely reaching the 
upper 30s when the set-up 
began for December’s Open Air 
Market on Saturday morning, 
December 17.  You could see 
every breath in the cold air.  It 
did not hold back our team of 
Holy Spirit volunteers.  They all 
came out to help.  Bringing out 
tables, separating 
the boxes from the 
pallets and opening 
the boxes for 
distribution.  Then 
there was that large 
box—804 pounds of 
apples!  All loose.  

Busy hands 
grabbed the apples 
and bagged them.  They 
learned quickly to count to 8.  
All was good.  We were ready to 
distribute food.  From 
Mac and Cheese to sliced 
pineapple to sweet 
potatoes and grapes.  Just 
to mention a few items.  

We had a good 
turnout. More than a 
hundred cars came through 
with over 250 families served.  
Thanks to our restless 
volunteers all went well.  The 
sharing, the generosity and the 
holy spirit were present to give 
all these items out before 
Christmas to enable all these 
families to have a good 
Christmas meal for their 
families. 

A big “Thank You” to all 
who were able to come out and 
help. “Volunteers don’t always 
have the time; they just have the 
heart.” 

Our Open-Air Market will 
move back to the 4th Saturday, 
January 28.  Set-up is at 10am 
with distribution from 11am to 
1pm.  Let me know if you are 
able to help. 

Hans Dettling 
 

 

 
Concordia University Ann Arbor 

Choir and Band  
performing in Concert: 

First Good Shepherd  
Lutheran Church 

Saturday, January 7, 2023 @ 
7pm 

301 S Maryland Parkway 
This concert is free and open to 

the public.  
All are welcome to attend! 

cuaa.edu/musictour 

T

Open-Air Market, December 2022 

Karen waving sign on our street corner 
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Prayers of the Church & Finances

With wonder 
and 
thanksgiving 
for Christ’s 

coming into the world, we pray 
for the church, the life of the 
earth, and the whole human 
family. 

Merciful God, broaden the 
church’s hospitality and 
welcome.  Open our hearts to 
any in need of refuge and help, 
especially those who are 
persecuted.  Prosper the work 
of Lutheran Immigration and 
Refuge Services.   

Life-giving God, restore the 
health of the soil, the seas, and 
the air.  Increase the joy and 
praise of all living things. In 
the coming year strengthen 
local, national, and 
international efforts to prevent 
further harm to the 
environment.    

Liberating God, deliver 
your people from cruel 
oppression.  Increase justice in 
every nation and keep the 
dream of freedom alive.  In this 
new year bring the blessing of 
peace and put an end to violent 

conflict throughout the world, 
especially Ukraine. 

Uplifting God, raise all who 
are bowed down by trouble and 
need, especially individuals 
and families living in poverty, 
hunger and fear, those hungry, 
sick or grieving, especially: 
Zoel Bastarache; Tim Beasley; 
Jim Caison, Paul Campbell; 
Marcia Chapman; Jill 
Chenicek; Bill & Carol 
Foreman; Andy & Jill Franczak; 
Janet Hayden; and Robin 
Holman.   

Also in our prayers; Rich 
Hughes; Rena Jordan; Charlie 
& Norma Kesling; Jay Miers; 
Sheri Moehling; Carol Rinta; 
Ray Schaefges; Mary 
Torstenson; and all who are on 
our Holy Spirit Prayer Chain. 

We pray for Dorothy 
Morrison and her family as 
they mourn the passing of her 
husband Eric Morrison.  We 

pray also for Ray Schaefges, 
mourning the loss of his wife, 
Corey, and for family and 
friends of Nancy Wier, who 
passed unexpectedly.  You 
embrace all who have died 
trusting in your promises, an d 
we give thanks for their 
faithful witness.  Sustain us in 
hope until we are united with 
them in the joy of your eternal 
presence. 

Abiding God, accompany 
this community in the coming 
year.  Increase our love for one 
another and the neighbors we 
serve. Enrich our worship and 
deepen our faith.  Sustain 
Pastor Jeremy and all who 
minister in His name. 

Dear Jesus, help us live out 
your kingdom values: mercy, 
meekness, hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, 
peacemaking — and above all, 
love. 

Pondering the mystery of 
eternal love made flesh in 
Christ Jesus, we commend all 
for whom we pray to the mercy 
of God.  Amen. 
 

 

FINANCIAL STANDINGS November 2022 Year-to-date 

Ministry Program/Debt Building Income $  34,716.64 $  364,641.43 
 

2021 Carryover -0- $       8,846.56 

Ministry Program/Debt Building Expenses $  33,243.82 $  376,627.87 

Difference $     1,472.82 $    -  3,139.88 

Thrivent Choice Dollars - $1,276.00 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
JANUARY 2023  

 TIMES JANUARY 1 JANUARY 7/8 JANUARY 14/15 JANUARY 21/22 JANUARY 28/29 

 

5:30pm XX 
Leslie Zak 
Scott Pratt 

Jimmy & Nancy 
McDonald 

Mark Myers 
Cindy White 

Janice Demaree 
Scott Pratt 

8:30am XX 
Jim & Patti 

Cassidy 
Keith & Jackie 

Hopkey 
Dick Moyer 

Sheri Stephens 
Stanley & Mirium 

Tsui 

11:00am 
Ann Taylor 

Jennie Zweifel 
Daniel Vaughn  

Jeremiah Anderson 
Allen & Jennifer 

Vaughn 
Dwight & Judi 

Hempel 
Jennie Zweifel 

Jane Seum 
       

AUDIO TECH 
5:30pm XX Darin Franklin Don Cleveland Mark Myers Darin Franklin 

8:30am XX Michele Anderson Michele Anderson Michele Anderson Michele Anderson 

AUDIO/VIDEO 11:00am Jeremiah Anderson Jeremiah Anderson Jeremiah Anderson Jeremiah Anderson Jeremiah Anderson 

       

VIDEO TECH 8:30am XX Thaddeus Nance Caroline Trunoske Thaddeus Nance Caroline Trunoske 

       

ASSISTING 
MINISTER 

5:30pm XX Don Cleveland Natalie Tyrrell Darin Franklin Hans Dettling 

8:30am XX Peggy Kennedy Sandy Hughes Norma Kesling Amy Trunoske 

11:00am Kathleen Cloutier Jennie Zweifel Mark Middleton Ann Taylor Judi Hempel 
       

ALTAR GUILD 

Prepare Faye Bastarache Patti Grange-Schill Faye Bastarache JoAnn Nance Mirium Tsui 

5:30pm XX Nancy McDonald Faye Bastarache Nancy McDonald Faye Bastarache 

8:30am XX Patti Grange-Schill JoAnn Nance JoAnn Nance Mirium Tsui 

11:00am Jen Anderson Jane Seum Jen Anderson Jennifer Vaughn Kathleen Cloutier 
       

WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Jan Myers/702 498-1902  8:30 Loretta Block 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JANUARY 2023 LESSONS 
January 1 Name of Jesus Numbers 6:22-27; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:15-21 
January 7/8 Baptism of Our Lord Isaiah 42:1-9; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 
January 14/15 Second Weekend of Epiphany Isaiah 49:1-7; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 
January 21/22 Third Sunday after Epiphany Isaiah 9:1-4; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23 
January 28/29 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany Micah 6:1-8; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

11a Blended Worship 11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 5:30p Traditional
3p Abundant Life Church 6p Nar-Anon 6:30p Nar-Anon 7p Narcotics Anon 7p Abundant Life Church   Worship Service

6:30p Fellowship Team

EPIPHANY

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8:30a Contemporary 11:15a Senior Meals 9a-11a Sharing 11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 9a Tole Painters
  Worship Service 5p Geneology Writer's   with our Neighbors! 7p Choir Rehearsal 7p Narcotics Anon 7p Abundant Life Church 5:30p Traditional
9:45a Sunday School    Group 9:30a Army of One   Worship Service
11a Traditional 6p Geneology Group 9:30a WITS 6p Chili Supper
   Worship Service 6p Nar-Anon 11:15a Senior Meals

3p Abundant Life Church 6p ExecutiveCommittee
6:3p Nar-Anon

      

BAPTISM OF THE LORD

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

8:30a Contemporary 6p Nar-Anon 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Pastor Bible Study 11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 9a Miniature Group
  Worship Service 9:30a WITS 11:15a Senior Meals 7p Book Club 7p Abundant Life Church 10a Worship & Music
9:45a Sunday School 11:15a Senior Meals 3p Spiritually Unstuck 7p Narcotics Anon   Team Meeting

11a Traditional 6:30p Church Council 7p Choir Rehearsal 10a Craft Group
   Worship Service 6:3p Nar-Anon 4p Pastor Bible Study

3p Abundant Life Church 5:30p Traditional
  Worship Service

OFFICE CLOSED

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8:30a Contemporary FEBRUARY 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Pastor Bible Study 11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 10a-1p Open-Air Market
  Worship Service NEWSLETTER 9:30a WITS 11:15a Senior Meals 7p Narcotics Anon 7p Abundant Life Church 4p Pastor Bible Study
9:45a Sunday School DEADLINE 11:15a Senior Meals 7p Choir Rehearsal 5:30p Traditional
11a Traditional 11:15a Senior Meals 6:3p Nar-Anon   Worship Service
   Worship Service 6p Nar-Anon

3p Abundant Life Church

29 30 31
8:30a Contemporary 11:15a Senior Meals 9:30a Army of One
   Worship NarAnon 6p 9:30a WITS
9:45a Sunday School 11:15a Senior Meals
11a Traditional 6:3p Nar-Anon
  Worship

3p Abundant Life Church

-Ralph Waldo Emerson
"That's the Spirit"

January 2023
Holy Spirit Events & Activities

 

"Write it on your heart that every day is the best day of the year."

15
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SLOW COOKER SPLIT PEA SOUP 
(Soup weather will be around for a while longer yet, so here is a recipe some of you 
might enjoy [not me!]. Seems quite easy.) 

16 oz. dried split peas 
 1 onion diced 
 2 carrots diced 
 2 cups ham diced 
 2 chicken bouillon cubes 
 7 cups of water 

Add the split peas (no need to pre-soak), onion, carrots, ham, chicken bouillon cubes and water to a 6 
qt or larger slow cooker. Stir. 

Cover and cook on low for 9-10 hours without opening the lid during the cooking time. When cooking 
time is done, whisk the soup until creamy. 
 
 

 

 

Food for the Spirit 
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